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THIS BOOK
BY
THE NATIONAL GRAND LODGE OF FRANCE
COMMEMORATES THE FIRST
Book OF CONSTITUTIONS FOR FREEMASONRY
PUBLISHED IN LONDON IN 1723
THE TEXT WILL ENABLE ENGLISH-SPEAKING READERS
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE ORDER’S HISTORY.
THIS VOLUME WAS MADE POSSIBLE
WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE GLNF
AND THE HELP OF MANY TRUSTED WRITERS,
THUS, ACKNOWLEDGING THEIR WORTH ABOVE THE PLEASURE
OF KNOWING AND APPRECIATING THEM
FOR MORE THAN THIRTY -FIVE YEARS.
YOU MAY HAVE ALREADY READ IT:
SO MOTE IT BE...
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FOREWORD

For a hundred years the GLNF (National Grand Lodge of France) has pro-
moted Regular Masonry in France and our Grand Lodge has published quarterly
issues of our quarterly review, Villard de Honnecourt for the last 60 years.

Its consistency and its requirement of quality have drawn the attention of a
wider French and now international readership.

Villard de Honnecourt offers an original Masonic editorial line that we in-
vite you to appreciate by the time we celebrate the Tercentenary of Anderson’s
Book of Constitutions, at a conference introduced by P* Georges Lamoine and
Gérard Icart, Grand Chancellor of the GLNE

The first Masonic Grand Lodge came out of a meeting of four London
lodges in the early years of the XVIII" century, forming the Grand Lodge of
London and Westminster. It had no need of a constitution. We do not exactly
know what happened between 1717 and 1721.

The only document existing is a book published in 1723 under the name
James Anderson, a Presbyterian clergyman, and in 1738 as a second edition.
He was appointed to draft the first text regulating Masonic activities. Historians
shortened the title of Anderson’s book to Anderson’s Constitutions.

Anderson wrote a history, prepared a set of general rules to govern the
Craft and used the wording of several old documents known as the Old
Charges. The name of another clergyman, John Theophilus Desaguliers, son
of an exiled Protestant, can be read on the title page.

Anderson undertook the publication of the book and wrote the history of
the Order. He intended to provide a new work to replace the old manuscripts
in all respects. In his use of the word ‘constitutions, Anderson followed the
tradition of the Old Charges of the operative Masonry.

The contents of the book itself shows that the different parts were assem-
bled at different dates, and the author tells us that all was not produced during
John Montagu’s mastership.

MW JEAN-PI1ERRE ROLLET
GRAND MASTER OF THE NATIONAL GRAND LOGE OF FRANCE.







INTRODUCTION

The emergence and development of Freemasonry in England from 1717 onwar-
ds, the modern speculative era, was marked by the publication of several books, An-
derson’s Book of Constitutions, 1723, its second edition 1738, and Ahiman Rezon, the
Constitutions written by Laurence Dermott for the Ancients’ Grand Lodge, founded
in 1756. They correspond to the two Grand Lodges that divided English Freemason-
ry until the Act of Union in 1813.!

Knowing what we can find out about the origins of these texts is part of dis-
covering the origins of Freemasonry, because knowing the circumstances of these
origins helps understand the aims of this institution in the context of the XVII* and
XVIII* centuries. Nor is it a question of rewriting in detail all the known facts and
hypotheses about these origins.

There is no evidence to establish absolute certainty, but only an outline of the cir-
cumstances of the environment in which these Constitutions were published, inclu-
ding their historical and social significance. We shall not consider here the history
of English Masonry, as Scotland and Ireland have their own history, which is not
our topic.

We hope that this new presentation of the 1723 edition will make the basic
text available to new generations of English-speaking recipients, Freemasons, and
non-Freemasons alike, Apprentices, Fellowcrafts and Master Masons, as well as to
the public interested in the history of Freemasonry in the United Kingdom.

Why read the so-called Anderson’s Constitutions?

The answer is simple: this text is the foundation of English Freemasonry, ready to
flourish in a particular context, that of England at the end of the XVII* and the early
years of the XVIII" century. The starting point cannot be understood without consi-
dering all the factors of the time. It is clear that Masonry in 1717 cannot be the result
of a spontaneous generation of Masons, and even if 1717 were a year of novelty, which
we do not really know, we must admit it as an indisputable fact.

There were Masons in XVII" century England, then there were lodges. Of course,
one should not imagine that was also the four initial lodges were identical to ours.

1 - On 25th November 1813 the Grand Masters of both Grand Lodges, the two Royal Brothers, the
Dukes of Sussex and the Duke of Kent, representing the Moderns and the Ancients respectively, and
their commissioners, six, met at Kensington Palace for the sole purpose of signing the two original ma-
nuscripts of the Articles of Union, one for each Grand Lodge. The original document belonging to the
Ancients can be seen in the Museum of Freemasonry at Great Queen Street, London.




D EDLC AT O K

and your Care for their Peace,
Harmony, and lafting Friendihip:
Which none is more duly fenfible
of than,

My LORD,
Your GrAcEs
Moft oblig'd, and
Moft obedient Servant,
And Fastbful Brotber,

J. T. DESAGULIERS

Deputy Grand-Mafter,
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CONSTITUTION,

Hiftory, Laws, Charges, Orders,
Regulations, and Ufages,

OF THE
Right Worthipful FRATERNITY of

Accepted F'ree MASONS:

COLLECTED

From their general RECORDS, and
their faithful TRADITIONS of
many Ages.

TTO  BE TRESAH

At the Admiffion of a New BrRoTHrER, when the
eMafter or Warden fhall begin, or order fome
other Brother to read as follows :

pagz| D 4 M, our firft Parent, created after the
16| Image of God, the great Archite of the
%8| Univerfe, - muft have had the Liberal
@8] Sciences, particularly Geometry, written on vear of
.~ his Heart ; for even fince the Fall, we find e
the Principles of it in the Hearts of his Offspring, and sefore
which, in procels of time, have been drawn forch into “™"
A a con-




A, M.

34716,
588.

Ante Ch,
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Nay, the GRanD MonNARcH NEBUCHADN E-
zaR could never, with all his unfpeakable Advan-
tages, carry up his Mufonry to the beautiful Strength
and. Magnificence of the Temple Work, which he had,
in warlike Rage, burnt down, after it had remain’d in
Splendor 416 Years from its Confecration. - For after
his Wars were over, and general Peace proclaim’d, he
{ec his Heare on Architecture, and became the GrAND
MasTER-Mason; and having before led caprive
the ingenious Artifts of Fudea, and other conquer'd
Countries, he rais'd indeed the largeft Work ‘upon
Earth, cven the Walls * and City, the Palaces and

H anging

% In Thicknefs 87 Foot, in Hengt 350 Foor and in Compa 5 480
Furlongs, or 60 Britifh Miles in an exalt Square af 15 Miles a Side, huilt
of large Bricks, cemented with the hard Bitumen of that old Vale of
Shinar, with 100 Gates of Brafs, or 25 a-fide, and 256 Towers ten
Foot bigher than the Walls.

From the [aid 25 Gates in each Side went- 25 Streets m ﬂm;t Lines,
or in all 50 Streets, each 15 Miles long, with four.half Streets next the
Walls, each 2o00°Foat broad, as the entive Streets were 150 Foot broad :
And [o the whole City was thus .cut out into 676 Squaves, each being
2 Miles and 5 in Compals ; vound which were the Hou'es built three o

four Stovies high, well adorw’d, and accommodated with Yards, Gardens,

&c. A Branch of the Euphrates run thro’. the' Middle of “it, from Nerth
to South, over which, in the Heait of the City, was built a ftately Bridge,
in Length a Furlong, and thivty Foot in Breadth; by wonderful Art, for

[upplying the Want of a Foundation in the 'Ri'ver. At the two Ends of

this Bridge were two magnificent Palaces, the Old Palace,  the Seat of
ancient
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Lo, Ho B

CHARGES

OF A

EXTRACTED FROM
The ancient REeCDBDS of Lopcss
beyond Sea, and of thofe in Englmzd Scotland,
and [reland, for the Ufe of the Lodges in LoNnDoN :

TO BE READ
At the making of New BRETHREN, or when the

MASTER fhall order it.

The @General Heads, viz.

A fe@)| [ Gop and ReLicion.
: ®| 1L Of the Civir MAGISTRATE ﬁlpreme and
fubordinate.
Rt 1L Of LopcEs.
=1 IV. Of Mastxrs, Wardens, Fellows, and Ap-
; prentices.
" V. Of the Management of the Ciaft in workmg

- VL Of BEHAVIOUR, Tz

1. In the Lodge while canﬁ:mted
2. After the Lodge is over and the Bretbven not gone.
3. When Brethren meet without Strangers, but not in 2
Lodge. ~
" 4. In Prefence of Strangers not Mafons,
5. At Home, and in the Neighbourbood,
6. Towards a firange Brother,
G L Cone
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The Mufick of the Fellow-Crafts Song, comtaining [everal Sheets, Leing
too much to be herewith Eft?ﬂfed the Lodge, to which the Authors
of the Song and Mufick belong, will afford it in Manufcript to any
other Lodge, when defived.

- ‘ Y“‘ f‘;‘\‘.') “’ 4‘&‘
'@'tsk ‘LE}' ‘%’% 3)@ J@ D! @":@3“ o
M@M&Q’ﬁﬁ%&‘?&kﬁﬁh

L o NpoON, this 172h Day of Ffanmuary, 172:.

T the Quarterly Communication, This Book, which was un-

dertaken at the Command of His GrAcEk the Duk e
of MoNTAGU, our late Grand dafter, having been regy-
larly approved in Manufcript by the Gr ANp Lobp G E, was
this Day produced here in Print, and approved by the SocieTv:
Wherefore we do hereby Order the fame to be Publifhed, and
recommend it for the Ufe of the Lodges

Pruirie Duke of WuarTON, Brand Mafrer.

L T. Defaguliers Depuy Grand Mafcr,

FINIS



derwerlt Blar XVII

ib‘ﬂllﬁlé i dem land palefFina cin havbtffat der indetn.iff st erfF Yebuty Barnach Salem.sum dritte hictofo
lima.zu letfE helia genant.der felben fEat ceffor paroman was Canaan.der ain gevechter Eonig genmant was.
vitbi¢ melcbifebedE an bricfferdes hdbhfFer gotres. vid pavet alda cin tempel denr bieff et Solima. @l’l?'"
warn levwt bey dem Land licia i den gebirgen wonende.die haben hievofolima nach iire genir.dic felb farifi bis
3HDANIDS 3eite ¢ YO des cananeyfchen volcks gevveft. Yofire 8 wden filcff mocht die felben chananeyfche
oderibebufeyfchen meaufitraben. aber als damd mg) aufitreybiig der ihebufeyfehi dife fiat voider pavoet bicf
<t fic hierofolimam.das iff dieallerbefeftigften. Gelegenlyait vud befeftigung bl‘zr ffatvoas felfig mie dryfelnger
mawt:bewavet.mwendig an waffeen dberfliffig. vs aufen gang trucken vii mit ant grabe auf? {teyn gebharoi
rl.‘gcbul) tieff.vii. (<L yocit vmfangen. von dem davanf gehawen fFer warden diezmme vnd mawe 0¢s allerlsb
lichfien tempcis anfgefurct.dife vot allen fieten des anfgangs weytberimbrifE (Fat was geparoet auff 318 prihel
mit einé tal vnderfthidé.als vil nyw der ain pribel hdbher was foutl ywas auch die fiat erhebter v11d nachder lang
gerichter.der ander piibyel e damds caffell. vnd hiclt die vitderit ffat. vd voas allenthalb mder. das tal inder
mitte %e‘léém 310 Sylod dems fiiffen banmen.dife fFat voas mit vleis danids falomonis vii anderer ESnig fafclbf
Evefuugli gc;irct.?{g:l'p a hyet disch einé tayl dev ﬁatsugeggbm vid eingefangen.daii von sunemung det menig

ich) fte 3 wal 31 w ﬁr die mavor heranfi.dic felb 5u?;1 biefs die nevofat. it die gants fiat was i iem vimb’

8. xerig.achteyl etmer meyl weyt.vnd wie wunderperlich diegani (Fat was (o voas doch) diedrit mavver Wi/
derperlicher deribertreffentichEart halb des thurns gein mittermacht vnd midergang in cinem winckel feende.ab
Dem arabig vud das meer bis an dieart oder: %cgcm dex hebreyfehen gefehen moche werdar.vnd vwas funff vil
ESftlichEait von gleiffenden marmor fFeimns vid an ?epewm des fém‘glubi fals vd anders. Aber devtod criffi

ife [Eat gehayliget. daii da ift der tampel fomer

eve.die fFat feines bittern ladés vuferer erldfung.das grab fu

nes fFer leibs. der berg fesmer anffart s himel.von dannen cr voideckinfrig ff sy gericht. Jeealda bat
dexhere dievngelerten armen fifcher mit il anglit vii negen Eayfer vii Eomg sefabé aufierforen.plinde elewdhr.
auffenige geragnigr. gichtbuichig auf]‘gctid)t.bictobti erweckt. vid vil andre gétliche wimderzayehE geibe. viF
alfo das dicywerltsu ecbantnuffdes

echts det wath 0 aller tirgend angewifor.
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