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This book by the National Grand Lodge of France, commemo-
rates the first Book of Constitutions for Freemasonry, published 
in London in 1723. This text will enable English speaking readers 
to learn more about the Order’s history.
The first Masonic Grand Lodge came out of a meeting of four 
London lodges in the early years of the XVIIIth century, forming 
the Grand Lodge of London and Westminster. It had no need 
of a constitution. We do not exactly know what happened 
between 1717 and 1721.
The only document existing is a book published in 1723 under 
the name James Anderson, a Presbyterian clergyman, and in 
1738 as a second edition. He was appointed to draft the first text 
regulating Masonic activities. Historians shortened the title of 
Anderson’s book to Anderson’s Constitutions.
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FOREWORD

For a hundred years the GLNF (National Grand Lodge of France) has pro-
moted Regular Masonry in France and our Grand Lodge has published quarterly 
issues of our quarterly review, Villard de Honnecourt for the last 60 years. 

Its consistency and its requirement of quality have drawn the attention of a 
wider French and now international readership. 

Villard de Honnecourt offers an original Masonic editorial line that we in-
vite you to appreciate by the time we celebrate the Tercentenary of Anderson’s 
Book of Constitutions, at a conference introduced by Pr. Georges Lamoine and 
Gérard Icart, Grand Chancellor of the GLNF.

The first Masonic Grand Lodge came out of a meeting of four London 
lodges in the early years of the XVIIIth century, forming the Grand Lodge of 
London and Westminster. It had no need of a constitution. We do not exactly 
know what happened between 1717 and 1721.

The only document existing is a book published in 1723 under the name 
James Anderson, a Presbyterian clergyman, and in 1738 as a second edition. 
He was appointed to draft the first text regulating Masonic activities. Historians 
shortened the title of Anderson’s book to Anderson’s Constitutions.

Anderson wrote a history, prepared a set of general rules to govern the 
Craft and used the wording of several old documents known as the Old 
Charges. The name of another clergyman, John Theophilus Desaguliers, son 
of an exiled Protestant, can be read on the title page. 

Anderson undertook the publication of the book and wrote the history of 
the Order. He intended to provide a new work to replace the old manuscripts 
in all respects. In his use of the word ‘constitutions’, Anderson followed the 
tradition of the Old Charges of the operative Masonry.

The contents of the book itself shows that the different parts were assem-
bled at different dates, and the author tells us that all was not produced during 
John Montagu’s mastership.

MW Jean-Pierre ROLLET
Grand Master of The National Grand Loge of France.

This book 
by 

the National Grand Lodge of France
Commemorates the first 

Book of Constitutions for Freemasonry
published in London in 1723

The text will enable English-Speaking readers
to learn more about the Order’s history.

This volume was made possible 
with the support of the GLNF 

and the help of many trusted writers,
THUS, acknowledging their worth above the pleasure 

of knowing and appreciating them 
for more than thirty -five years.

You may have already read it:
So mote it be…
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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
The emergence and development of Freemasonry in England from 1717 onwar-

ds, the modern speculative era, was marked by the publication of several books, An-
derson’s Book of Constitutions, 1723, its second edition 1738, and Ahiman Rezon, the 
Constitutions written by Laurence Dermott for the Ancients’ Grand Lodge, founded 
in 1756. They correspond to the two Grand Lodges that divided English Freemason-
ry until the Act of Union in 1813.1 

Knowing what we can find out about the origins of these texts is part of dis-
covering the origins of Freemasonry, because knowing the circumstances of these 
origins helps understand the aims of this institution in the context of the XVIIth and 
XVIIIth centuries. Nor is it a question of rewriting in detail all the known facts and 
hypotheses about these origins.

There is no evidence to establish absolute certainty, but only an outline of the cir-
cumstances of the environment in which these Constitutions were published, inclu-
ding their historical and social significance. We shall not consider here the history 
of English Masonry, as Scotland and Ireland have their own history, which is not 
our topic.

We hope that this new presentation of the 1723 edition will make the basic 
text available to new generations of English-speaking recipients, Freemasons, and 
non-Freemasons alike, Apprentices, Fellowcrafts and Master Masons, as well as to 
the public interested in the history of Freemasonry in the United Kingdom.

Why read the so-called Anderson’s Constitutions?
The answer is simple: this text is the foundation of English Freemasonry, ready to 

flourish in a particular context, that of England at the end of the XVIIth and the early 
years of the XVIIIth century. The starting point cannot be understood without consi-
dering all the factors of the time. It is clear that Masonry in 1717 cannot be the result 
of a spontaneous generation of Masons, and even if 1717 were a year of novelty, which 
we do not really know, we must admit it as an indisputable fact.

There were Masons in XVIIth century England, then there were lodges. Of course, 
one should not imagine that was also the four initial lodges were identical to ours. 

1 - On 25th November 1813 the Grand Masters of both Grand Lodges, the two Royal Brothers, the 
Dukes of Sussex and the Duke of Kent, representing the Moderns and the Ancients respectively, and 
their commissioners, six, met at Kensington Palace for the sole purpose of signing the two original ma-
nuscripts of the ‘Articles of Union’, one for each Grand Lodge. The original document belonging to the 
Ancients can be seen in the Museum of Freemasonry at Great Queen Street, London. 
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